Cushing was more than just a great surgeon.
He once stated that "neurosurgery was 20% science, 75% artistry, and 5% community benefit". Indeed it was intensity, sensitivity and discipline -in essence characteristics of an artist -that truly personified this great man. Barré from which he never fully recovered, and claudication in his legs began to take their toll, Cushing returned to Yale to spend time with family, friends and students. He reportedly mellowed into a "very kind, gentle and fatherly" man in his final years.
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